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Introduction 
Train a child in the way he 
should go and when he grows he 
will not depart from it.  

         The existence of several languages 
and dialects in Nigeria has engendered 
great agitation for a lingua franca for 
Nigeria aside the official English language. 
The possibility of this agitation seems 
gleam due to the multi lingual state of the 
nation and the low educational level of the 
masses. 
       With the global alert, there is need to 
cue in and study the globally accepted 
languages , of which French is most 
accepted after English , rather than depend  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
on these local languages. The gains of 
French language education are 
tremendous; therefore all stake holders 
including the family should be alert to its 
roles and responsibilities if Nigeria should 
enjoy these gains. In examining the role of 
the family in French language education, it 
is pertinent for us to first of all consider the 
concept, importance and challenges of 
French language education in Nigeria. 
 
Language Education in Nigeria  

Language is a system of arbitrary 
vocal symbols by means of which human 
beings make meaning and communicate 
ideas and feelings with each other in 
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Abstract 
The dwindling state of Nigerian educational system has been the song in 
many mouths. Parents blame teachers and teachers blame parents. The 
church leaders are not left out of the blame. The students themselves 
look out for whom to blame. It is our candid opinion   that everyone has 
his bit of blame in the whole issue because each one has his roles and 
responsibilities. In this paper, we   examined language education in 
Nigeria. French language, an avenue to encourage commerce and 
reinforce bilateral and diplomatic relations with international 
communities, was seen to be valuable if Nigeria should achieve her 
socio-economic and political objectives. It was proffered that, French 
language, although faced with challenges, could assume its rightful 
status as a vehicle for socio-economic and political change if the family, 
as major stakeholder in the education sector, would take up its role to 
encourage the teaching and learning of French language.  
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  a given society. Since all concepts can 
only be expressed through language, it is a 
vehicle for cultural, economic and social 
awareness and change.  It remains a trait 
by which humans are classified within the 
order of nature and maintain their ethnic 
identity. Researchers rate high the role of 
language in development. While Essien 
(2003) sees language as a system of rules 
in which sound structure and meaning are 
integrated for communication, Chomsky 
(1968) views it philosophically, as a 
species specific human possession.  
Through language man builds information 
and culture which is transmitted from 
generation to generation. Developmental 
programs are put to bear and enhanced 
through language.  Without language 
learning and education is impossible. 
Language can be used positively to build, 
inform and direct, or negatively to destroy, 
misinform and misdirect.  Let us for once 
imagine a world without language! It 
would be void and very uninteresting. 
Language education therefore pays a vital 
role in the overall development of a nation 
and should not be ignored in the family, 
and society at large.  
        Language has many unique 
properties, one of which is that, in the 
formal educational system, it plays a dual 
role: - as a subject in the curriculum and 
also as a medium of instruction. With the 
introduction of western education in 
Nigeria, indigenous language was given 
great attention because it was believed 
that, Christian religion could well be 
propagated in the native language. Hausa 
and Yoruba became lingua franca for the 
north the west respectively.  However, in 

the south east, the minority language 
groups of Ibibio and Ijaw refused to loose 
their identity. Igbo for instance claimed 
dominance over Ibibio, which though 
spoken by the minority, was the language 
of commerce in the area because of the 
commercial towns of Calabar and Opobo 
now Ikot Abasi (Ayo Banjo, 1976). 
Perhaps it is for this that Ibibio is the 
fourth major language in Nigeria. 
         After independence it was 
necessary to change the trend to suit the 
job market. To encourage and enforce the 
study of English, it became the language of 
instruction from primary four and 
certification was conditional upon passing 
English. But with the introduction of the 
National Policy, the indigenous language 
was seen as a means to maintain the 
cultural identity and was brought back into 
the curriculum. This has received the 
backing of the constitution which supports 
the promotion of indigenous languages of 
Hausa ,Igbo and Yoruba as official 
languages to be taught in schools and used  
to conduct  business of the National 
Assembly  (where adequate arrangements 
have been made there of) .However, the 
idea of the use of the major languages is 
controversial because ,according to 
Fafunwa (1971) a child who studies a 
major indigenous language as his first 
language, should study another major  
language to meet up with the policy. This 
implies that, an Igbo child for instance, 
rather than study Igbo which serves as his 
mother tongue should study Hausa or 
Yoruba as a major language. But this is not 
the case therefore students from the 
minority language zone suffer especially in 
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unity schools where they study the major 
languages (which to them is foreign) 
together with students for which the major 
language also serves as his mother tongue.  
Both cannot have equal chances of 
performing well in examinations. Perhaps 
it is for this reason that, Inyang (2006) 
opines that, more indigenous languages, at 
east one per geopolitical zone in Nigeria, 
be developed as a major language if we 
must maintain cultural identity through 
development of local languages 
 
French Language Education in Nigeria. 
       Global challenges in different 
academic, business, social and political 
terrain demand the knowledge of more 
than a single official language. Less 
wonder that President Abacha in 1996, 
considering the geographical location of 
Nigeria among neighboring francophone 
countries, announced French as the second 
official language in Nigeria. Although 
several languages like English, French, 
German, Spanish, Russian, Greek, Italian, 
Dutch, Japanese, Chinese Arabic, etc are 
being used as official language worldwide 
for business in politics, commerce and 
diplomacy, French is the largest language 
family, after English and the only language 
spoken in all the continents of the world.   
          French became widely known to 
Nigerians in 1960 with the growing need 
to interact with francophone neighbors. It 
was later included in the secondary school 
curriculum. In the mid sixties, France 
started encouraging the study of the 
language by offering scholarship to 
students of Unity schools and sponsorship 
of the One Year Abroad Program for those 

in tertiary schools. With the cooperation of 
the French government, French centers 
like, Center for French Teaching and 
Documentation, Alliance Française, Centre 
International d’Etude Française, Pilot 
schools and the Nigerian French Project 
were established to promote the study of 
the language. 
   One may ponder on the need for 
Nigeria to invest this much in French 
language education. The reason is not far 
fetched. For Akande (2007),  French 
language is an avenue to help Nigeria 
accomplish the  political, economic, 
educational and social objectives. 
Moreover, French is used as second 
official language for deliberations in 
international organizations like European 
Union, United Nations, African Union and 
others.  In the Economic Community of 
West African States, (ECOWAS), eleven 
out of the sixteen member states are 
francophone. The situation of a non French 
speaking country here could only be better 
imagined. Therefore, in the political scene, 
Nigeria requires French for easy 
communication, and to reinforce bilateral 
and diplomatic relations with francophone 
countries.  Less wonder that president 
Obasanjo was refused the post of   
secretary general of the United Nations 
because he could not speak French 
(Ojelade, 1999). 

      Nigerians can easily integrate in 
the global economic future through the 
knowledge of French because most 
international jobs require French, 
International news, and adverts, are often 
made in international languages like 
French; this enables one to be update in 
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world news. Considering the values of 
the language, Inyang (2007) observes 
that, one could be a better teacher, 
doctor, lawyer, secretary, journalist, 
airhostess, and diplomat, military or 
paramilitary officer with the knowledge 
of French. 

          France is an expert in world 
technology. The invention of world’s 
fastest train (TGV), leader in the 
production of automobile and electronics , 
one of the world leaders in scientific and 
medical research , is all accredited to 
France . In the United States, France has 
industries which employ over six hundred 
and fifty Americans (Shryock, 2004), 
These technological achievements, has 
made French language a sine qua non for 
all. Therefore anybody, who does not 
understand and speak French, as Akande 
(2007) opines, should consider himself as 
having lost a great treasure. This also 
coincides with the Czech proverb which 
states that  

“You live a new life for every 
new language you speak, if you 
know only one language ,you live 
only one life.’’ 

 
Challenges of French Language 
Education in Nigeria.  

The reception of French is 
generally very low in Nigeria.  Although 
French is a compulsory subject in the 
Junior Secondary Level (FME), students’ 
interest for the subject diminishes   
especially as they approach the Senior 
Secondary.  This is not unconnected with 
the following factors among others; 

1. Inadequacy of professionals with 
appropriate skills and methods to train 
the learners. 
2. Lack of suitable pedagogical 

materials in form of books and 
bilingual dictionaries, teaching 
equipments like audio visual 
materials, tape recorders, cassettes, 
television, and language 
laboratories.   

3. Financial constraints in the part of 
the government and the parents 
which has made French students to 
spend only few months of the 
mandatory Immersion Program in 
the Nigeria French Language 
Village which has almost the same 
setting as the University or College 
of the student.  

4. The status of French as an elective 
course in the secondary school 
curriculum, FME (1981) coupled 
with general ignorance on the 
importance and benefits of French 
on the part of the learner, the 
parents and the Nigerian society at 
large. 

    
Way Forward  

1. French teachers should be 
encouraged to stay on the job by 
way of incentives like, better 
remuneration, sponsorship to 
seminars and workshops on 
modern methods of teaching for all 
categories of French  teachers.  

2. More emphasis should be placed 
on the importance of French 
language  by reversing its 
status as an elective subject. 
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French should be made a 
compulsory subject in schools, just 
as English is, in francophone 
countries. This will improve the 
percentage of student opting to 
study the course in secondary and 
tertiary institutions.  

3. Pedagogical materials should be 
provided and language laboratories   

  equipped in schools.  
4.  If we must maintain the Nigeria 

French Language Village in 
Badagry, it  should be able to 
serve the purpose for which it was 
established, Government should 
provide enabling environment in 
terms of adequate facilities 
including a central feeding system 
so that the students are maximally 
confined in the Village. Otherwise, 
Immersion Programs should be done 
in a French language community 
with financial assistance given to the 
students. Until these constrains are 
addressed, the problem of French 
language education will continually 
linger on. While government and the 
teachers should provide enabling 
environment, the family also has a 
great role to play.  

 
Role of the Family in French Language 
Education  
         Education involves an integrated life 
long process of acquiring and utilizing 
desirable skills, values and knowledge 
which will facilitate functional coexistence 
and usefulness to oneself and the society. 
For Inyangabia, (2004). Education begins 
from the home .A child is born without any 

language; he only develops it as he grows. 
Isangedihi (2007) opines that biological 
and environmental factors do affect the 
development of language. This implies 
that, the child can naturally on his own 
produces word sounds which he begins to 
use before he learns some words and 
sounds from peers, family members or the 
teacher. 

        Although we may have different 
perspectives from each other, we all 
know what a family is.  Family is the 
basic unit of any community. When there 
is good relationship among members of 
the community, they come together in 
relationships which culminate into family 
formation where each member has his 
roles and responsibilities. Included under 
the concept of family are, not only 
persons of the immediate “nuclear 
family’’ but also kin of various sorts and 
friends. In attempting to identify the roles 
of the family in French language 
education in this discuss, we shall 
assume that the parents, on who lays the 
major tasks of the family represent of the 
family. Edem Ntuk (2007) highlights the 
tasks of parents as he identifies parental 
neglect of these responsibilities as a 
major cause of the problems encountered 
by students in schools. Gone are the days 
when formal education was left sorely for 
teachers. Today, the relationship between 
the family and the school is a very 
dynamic one with overlapping spheres 
which can be pushed together or pulled 
apart by forces. These two institutions 
must work in harmony for educational   
objectives to be realized.  Since the 
family largely influences the life of the 
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child, parents should first and foremost, 
act as catalysts and powerful resource for 
change of attitude towards learning in 
general and French language studies in 
particular.  
          Learning a foreign language in 
Nigeria requires knowledge of the 
importance of the said language on the 
part of the individual as well as his 
sponsors. This will ignite interest. 
Parents should develop interest in, and 
appreciate the importance of French 
language. Where both the learner and the 
parents are interested in the study of the 
language, parental support   becomes 
easier.  This support can be material or 
moral. 

 
Material support. French language 
education requires certain basic 
pedagogical tools. Parents should be 
ready to provide these basic needs. At 
home the learner should be allowed 
access to foreign  television and radio   
stations like TV5, Radio France 
International , Afrique numéro un and 
other channels where French is spoken .. 
In this era of internet and e- learning, the 
learner of French language will benefit a 
lot through the internet. He can make 
friends from francophone countries who 
could help him perfect his 
communication skills. Where these 
facilities are affordable, parents should 
provide them.  Otherwise, the learner 
should be granted permission to use the 
public facility. (It is worthwhile 
emphasizing here on the need for 
adequate parental guidance and counsel 
on the use of the internet). 

       Most schools lack facilities like 
language laboratories and pedagogical 
support; since government cannot carry 
all responsibilities, parents, family and 
community should partner with 
government to provide enabling 
environment for the study of the 
language. 

 
Moral Support. Children are best 
supported when the family and school 
share goals and work in collaboration. 
Parents should ensure harmony and good 
environment for the learner. In case of 
poor performance, private tutoring 
should be arranged for the child. Since 
the development of educational standards 
greatly depends on the family, parental 
guidance on academic decisions is of 
outmost importance. They should express 
their aspirations and expectations as 
regards the performance of their wards 
and should interact with them about 
school work in general and French 
Language education in particular.   

             French Language immersion 
programs and excursions are of great 
importance in French Language studies. It 
is rather sad to note that some parents do 
not support their wards to attend these 
important programs. For instance, the 
Nigeria French Language Village in 
Badagry, organizes French program yearly 
for primary and secondary school students. 
Parents and indeed the family members see 
it as a waste of time and resources. Even 
when it is mandatory, as in the case for 
tertiary institutions, not all the students are 
usually given the necessary support by the 
family. This ugly situation frustrates the 
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learner and dampens his interest for the 
language. Moral support in French 
language education can only be achievable 
where parents themselves show interest in 
the subject. This could go a long way to 
improve the standard of French language 
education in Nigeria. It is our opinion that 
parents and family members change this 
ugly attitude and invest in French 
Language education .especially when their 
have the interest to pursue the course as a 
career. 
 
Conclusion 

The importance of French 
language education in reinforcing bilateral 
and diplomatic relationship with 
international community can not be over 
emphasized, Family and parent support has 
been identified as vital in the 
implementation of French language 
Education in Nigeria, this is achievable 
where parents themselves know the 
importance and show interest in the 
language.  
Therefore, as major stakeholders in the 
business, parents and family members 
should change their laissez faire attitude 
towards the language and in invest by way 
of encouraging their wards and providing 
necessary materials. The government, 
French teachers, students and other 
proponents of the language should go on 
campaigns through adverts, public lecture 
and personal contracts to enlighten the 
populace especially parents, on the 
importance of French Language in Nigeria. 
By so doing the family will be well 
equipped to take up its role and encourage 

the teaching and learning of French in 
Nigeria.    
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